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" It grieves me very much/' he wrote six weeks
later, on the 2d of February, 1586, "the soldiers are
so hardly dealt with in your first beginning of gov-
ernment. When soldiers grow to despair, and give
up towns, then it is late to buy that with hundred
thousands which might have been saved with a trifle."
More reproachful was another letter sent to Leices-
ter, on the 12th of February, from Rotterdam.
" Here are no news/' he wrote, with proper sarcasm,
" but that your band is of very handsome men, but
unarmed, and merely spending money and time to
no purpose."

Yet another and a more urgent letter was written
a week afterwards, while Leicester was fretting over
his quarrel with the Queen. " The enemy stirs on
every side, and your side must not be idle; for, if
it be, it quickly loseth reputation. I beseech your
Excellency, be not discouraged by the Queen's dis-
contentments ; for, the event being good, your glory
will shine through those mists. Only, if it please
you, have daily counsel taken of your means, how
to increase them and how to husband them; and
when all is said, if they can serve, we shall make a
noble war/'

In doing his share towards making a " noble war/'
Sidney went more than once to the Hague, there
to appeal in person to his uncle. He was often in
other Dutch towns, putting pressure on the local
authorities. He even, in March, made an excursion
into Germany, where he induced some of his friends
to help the Netherlanders with recruits. He also
addressed earnest petitions to Lord Burghley. " I